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DIVINE SERVICE BEGINS AT 9:00am 

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS AT 10:15am 
 

Church Office:  712-737-2112  

Church Email: faithlutheran@premieronline.net       

Church Website: https://www.faithlutheranorangecity.com  

Pastor Thomas Batchelder 

Pastor’s Cell:  952-381-4093                  

Pastor’s Email:  pastorbatchelder@gmail.com 

Lay Minister:  Kerby Huss 

Accompanist:  Ruth Katt 
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Order of Service 

Divine Service Setting One (LSB 151) 

Prelude 

Opening Hymn  

  Alleluia!  Jesus Is Risen   LSB 474 

Children’s Message  

Hymn of the Day: 

 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing  LSB 633 

Sermon – “Test The Spirits” 

Prayer of the Church     LSB 159 

Offerings/Offertory     LSB 159 

Benediction      LSB 166 

Closing Hymn:  

All Christians Who Have Been Baptized LSB 596 

Postlude 

 

Holy Communion will be offered following the Service. 

 

 

******* 

Our services continue to be livestreamed each week and can be 

viewed any time via our website (faithlutheranorangecity.com) or 

our Facebook page (Orange City Faith Lutheran Church).   



Fifth Sunday of Easter 

April 28, 2024 
 

 

Introit:  Psalm 145:1–2, 8, 10, 21; antiphon: John 16:16 

P: A little while, and you will see me no longer; 

C: and again a little while, and you will see me. 

P: I will extol you, my God and King, 

C: and bless your name forever and ever. 

P: Every day I will bless you 

C: and praise your name forever and ever. 

P: The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

C: slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

P: All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 

C: and all your saints shall bless you! 

P: My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, 

C: and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever. 

P/C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

 Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be  

forever. Amen. 

P: A little while, and you will see me no longer; 

C: and again a little while, and you will see me. 
 

Collect 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant 

that we may love what You have commanded and desire what You 

promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be 

fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C: Amen 

First Reading:  Acts 8:26-40 

 26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the 

south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a 

desert place. 27And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a 



eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was 

in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and 

was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet 

Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this 

chariot.” 30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the 

prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31And 

he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip 

to come up and sit with him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture that he 

was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 

 and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

  so he opens not his mouth. 
33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

 Who can describe his generation? 

  For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the 

prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip 

opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the 

good news about Jesus. 36And as they were going along the road they 

came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What 

prevents me from being baptized?” 38And he commanded the chariot to 

stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, 

and he baptized him. 39And when they came up out of the water, the 

Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, 

and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, 

and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until 

he came to Caesarea. 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Epistle: 1 John 4:1-21 

 1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 

whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into 

the world. 2By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that 

confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3and 

every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the 

spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the 



world already. 4Little children, you are from God and have overcome 

them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5They 

are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world 

listens to them. 6We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; 

whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the 

Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 

whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who 

does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9In this the love 

of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into 

the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that 

we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought 

to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one 

another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 

 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because 

he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the 

Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever 

confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in 

God. 16So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has 

for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God 

abides in him. 17By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have 

confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in 

this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For 

fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been 

perfected in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20If anyone says, 

“I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not 

love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not 

seen. 21And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God 

must also love his brother. 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel:  John 15:1-8 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the Fifteenth 

chapter. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 



1[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

vinedresser. 2Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes 

away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear 

more fruit. 3Already you are clean because of the word that I have 

spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 

fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you 

abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in 

me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 

can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like 

a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the 

fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask 

whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is 

glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.” 

 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Announcements 

Welcome to all visitors!  Please fill out a pew card and turn it in to an 

usher after the service. 

Communion Policy for our Visitors:  Everyone who is a faithful 

communicant member in good standing of one of our sister LCMS 

congregations is welcome to partake of the Lord’s Supper here at 

Faith Lutheran Church.  If you are not communing this day but wish 

to receive a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest as you 

kneel at the altar.  If you would like to become a communicant 

member here at Faith, please talk with Pastor about doing so. 

JLYF (grades 4-6) meets today (4/28) at 2:00pm to go bowling at 

Sweet 16 Lanes and for ice cream at Blue Bunny.  Cost is $5.   

Faith & Literature Book club will meet on Sunday, May 5, at 

7:00pm at church.  ‘The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry’ by John Mark 

Comer will be discussed.  Books are still available on the table in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Cost is $16, payable to Pam Vlieger 

Main Street Living, May 5:  Information not available.  Visit 

website at www.mainstreetliving.com. 

 

 
 

 

 

Prayers of the Church 
 

Pray for Health and Healing of our FLC members:  Hannah 

Batchelder and baby, Connie Beernink, Dave Foreman, Rex Foreman, 

Hope Hancock, Jen Korver, Will Lalk, Jean Oswald, Bev Rohrs, 

David Vlieger and Sandy Zelewski. 

Pray for Health and Healing of Family and Friends:  Amber 

Beeson, Kaleb Bents (Hope Hancock’s son in the military), Ciara 

Bents (Hope Hancock’s daughter), Gabe Brown (friend of Howard 

Vlieger), Terry Dorale, Gert Dykstra, Denise Endrault, Edd Harrison, 

Calendar of Events 

Apr 28 JLYF Bowling and Ice Cream 2:00-5:00pm 

May 5 Confirmation Sunday 9:00am 

May 5 Faith and Literature Book Club meeting at church 7:00pm 

http://www.mainstreetliving.com/


Savannah Heck (niece of Heidi Tiedeman), Gladys Hoekstra, Craig & 

Donna Hunt, Lorie Huss, Lisa Jasper (friend of Heather Katt), Linda 

Joy (friend of Howard Vlieger), Donita Juffer’s friend, Silvina Kneif 

(friend of Howard Vlieger), Andy Meyer, Jack Nicholson, Barb 

Nicks, Erin Peters, Janice Pfaffle (mother of Julie Bahrke), Barb 

Rahe, Clara Romano (grandmother of Ali Hagen), Nathan Snyder, 

Harlow Stephany (niece of Jeremy Katt), Brian Vanderstoep, Cheryl 

Waggie (mother of Alison Vlieger), and Darlene Witterhoff. 

Celebrating Birthdays: Riley Frederes. 

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS 
 

WE’RE GLAD TO HAVE YOU WITH US TODAY 

HERE ARE SOME ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR YOU 

 
 

*An unstaffed nursery is located just inside the church office entrance 

(across from the offices).  Please feel free to use it as necessary. 

*Our offerings are an opportunity for members and others to show their 

thanks to God by supporting the work of His church. 

*We invite you to our fellowship time following the service. 

*We hope to see you again!  If you would like a visit from the Pastor, 

please indicate this on the Information Card in the pew rack and hand it 

to an usher after the service. 

 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS: 

7:30am - 12:00pm (Monday - Thursday) 

(Afternoons or evenings by appointment) 

 
 

SECRETARY is in on Tuesday and Thursday 

 
 

Call first to make sure someone is here. 

 (Please use the church office entryway during the week.) 


